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the academy at Knoxville, Pa., for two terms
and spent two years at Alfred (N. Y.) Acad-
emy, from which he was graduated. He at-
tended the University of Michigan, 1855-57, and
for a short time the Albany Law School. He
also read law in an office at Wellsborough, Pa.
In 1857 lie removed to Janesville, Wis., where
he entered the law office of H. S. Conger, after-
ward judge of the I2th judicial circuit, and was
admitted to the bar July 18, 1857. While he was
of studious habits and had an acute logical re-
tentive mind, he was distinctly a person of solid
dependable qualities rather than of the showy
brilliant type. His outstanding ability, integrity,
industry, and courtesy quickly won for him a
substantial practice, and he was retained in most
of the important litigation which arose in his
section of the state. On Feb. 21, 1860, he was
married to Mary P. Spaulding. To them were
born four daughters and one son: Ella, Belle,
Anna, Eldon, and Bertha May, all of whom sur-
vived him.

In 1864 Cassoday was elected a member of the
Assembly. He was reelected in 1876 and was
chosen speaker, being the unanimous candidate
of the Republican party for that position. Un-
faltering in his allegiance to the Republican party,
he was frequently a delegate to the state con-
ventions and occasionally to the national con-
ventions of the party. He bore a conspicuous
part in the National Republican Convention of
1880. The Wisconsin delegation of which he was
chairman was swung to the support of James A.
Garfield and to this fact many attributed his
nomination. On Nov. n, 1880, Cassoday was
appointed a member of the supreme court of the
State of Wisconsin to succeed Justice Cole, who
had been appointed chief justice. He was elected
in April 1881 and reelected in 1889 and in 1899
without opposition. Upon the death of Chief
Justice Harlow S. Orton, July 4, 1895, Cassoday
succeeded to that office, serving as chief justice
to the time of his death. He was a professor of
law and a lecturer in the University Law School
from 1876 to 1880 and from 1885 to 1889, his
subjects being wills and constitutional law. His
lectures on wills were published in book form in
1893 under the title, The Law of Wills.

Cassoday was a man of medium stature and
slight build but of impressive personal dignity.
He was an effective speaker before a jury, on
the stump, and at public gatherings. He had a
fine voice and a convincing manner which won
the confidence of his hearers. Chief Justice
Winslow, his successor and for fifteen years his
associate, said of him: "Age advanced upon him
and bent his frame, but could not bend his will
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nor abate his interest in his fellowmcn. No good
work appealed to him in vain, no philanthropic
movement lacked his active sympathy and sup-
port. He was in the full and true sense a man,
and nothing pertaining to man could be a matter
of indifference to him" (134 Wis., xlvi). He
was a painstaking, careful, and conscientious
judge. His opinions, found in the reports of the
Wisconsin supreme court (50-134), are evidence
of the thorough and exhaustive character of
his judicial work. Twenty-seven years of distin-
guished and faithful service on the bench of the
highest court of the state won for him the af-
fection as well as the respect of all the people
of the state.

[J. R. Berryman, Hist, of the Bench and Bar of IVis
(2 vols., 1898); memorials in 134 Wis.; P, M. Real
The Bench and Bar of Wis. (1882); J. B. Snnborn
"The Supreme Court of Wis. in the Eighties," //-'/.s-
Mag. of Hist., Sept. 1931 ; E. R. Stevens, "John B
Cassoday/1 Proc. State Hist. Soc. of Wis. . . . 1908
(1909) ; H. C. Campbell, Wis.: Three Centuries (1006),
vol. IV; Mikvaiihec Sentinel, Dec. 31, 1907; informa-
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CATALDO, JOSEPH MARIA (Mar. 17,
iS37-Apr. 9, 1928), Jesuit missionary to the In-
dians, was born in Terracina, Sicily, the son
of Antonio and Sebastiana (Borusso) Cataldo.
Having- entered the Society of Jesus in Palermo,
Dec. 23, 1852, he was later a student of divinity
in Louvain, whence in 1861 lie petitioned the
Jesuit general, Pierre-Jean Beckx, to be sent on
the foreign missions, requesting at the same
time to be allowed to continue his studies in
some English-speaking1 house of his order. He
was accordingly assigned to the Jesuit province
of Turin, to which were attached the two mis-
sions of California and the Rocky Mountains,
and, after receiving1 the priesthood in Louvain,
Sept 8, 1862, sailed for Boston, there to resume
his studies in the Jesuit seminary of that city.
Here the climate proved unfavorable to his un-
certain health, and he then accompanied Father
Sopranis, Jesuit Visitor in the United States, to
California, where he arrived early in 1863. After
teaching philosophy for a period at Santa Clara
College, he was dispatched in 1865 to the Rocky
Mountains, the general insisting that he be al-
lowed to realize his expressed desire of becoming
a missionary. In this capacity his first successes
were with the Upper Spokane of eastern Wash-
ington and the Nez Perces of northern Idaho;
he laid the foundations of a mission among the
former in the winter of 1866-67 and of one
among the latter early in 1869.

For sixteen years, 1877-93, Father Cataldo
directed the entire Jesuit mission field of the
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